
Borough of Ben Avon Heights 
Council Meeting 
February 10, 2009 

 

The regular meeting of the Ben Avon Heights Council was held at Shannopin Country Club at 
7:30 pm. 

Present:  Berardi, Cuteri, Davis, Isherwood, Cuneo and Dickson, Solicitor Vogel, Mayor Dismukes, 
Police Chief Micklos, and Ben Avon Fire Chief Buckman. 

Mayor Dismukes welcomed new Council Member John Isherwood and swore him into office. 

The January 2009 minutes were approved as distributed.  The January Treasurer’s Report was 
approved as distributed. 

Resident Lester Olson requested an extension until April 1, 2009 to move his shed as required in 
the zoning officer’s determination letter.   Council approved his request.  Mrs. Phelps will notify 
Mr. Olson of the extension of time. 

Police Report:  Chief Micklos provided Council with a monthly report and noted a few routine 
calls and 17 snow call outs.  He briefly discussed the moving van incident which occurred at the 
intersection of Briar Cliff and Clovelly Roads.  Council asked Mrs. Phelps to contact our insurance 
provider to let them know about the incident.   

Fire Report: Chief Buckman provided a written monthly report.  BAH did not have any fire calls 
in January. 

Consent Decree:  Mrs. Dickson reported the following items:                                                                                                                                
‐   Our engineer will get the camera work bids ready for our next meeting                                          
‐   The pipe lining project  has been completed                                                                                                                                                                       
‐   Our engineer met with Red Zone Robotics and learned that their equipment is not able to         
accommodate 6”‐8” pipes at this time                                                                                                         
‐  The Semi‐Annual Progress Report (5/31/08 to 11/30/08) was provided and shows that BAH is 
in compliance with all requirements and timeframes.            

Streets:  Mr. Cuteri reported that the street manhole (in front of his house) is sinking and the 
area around it is also beginning to sink.  He believes it is a sanitary sewer manhole.  He also 
mentioned that a storm catch basin along Canterbury Road, near the putting green, needs to 
have the lid shifted back into place.  Mrs. Dickson will report these items to our engineer.                    

Mr. Davis said he is going to reevaluate the street repaving priorities once the weather breaks 
this spring and then work with our engineer to begin the street repaving project for 2009.  
$103K has been budgeted for street repaving in 2009.   Mrs. Phelps reminded Council that curbs 
and engineering fees are not included in Gateway’s street repaving estimates.  Council agreed 
that the curbs need to be evaluated.  Mr. Davis briefly discussed some of the sidewalks in the 
neighborhood which need to be repaired.  The sidewalks are the responsibility of the residents.  
Council asked Mrs. Phelps to review the sidewalk ordinance for specifications and then report 
back in March.    

Mrs. Phelps mentioned a possible general infrastructure grant for the street repaving project 
through Allegheny County Department of Economic Development.  The grant has a maximum 
amount of $250K and is fully funded now.  Council authorized Mrs. Phelps to pursue the grant.        



Community Affairs:  Mrs. Cuneo reported that Phyllis Colaianni has submitted her resignation as 
Judge of Elections.  Council briefly discussed possible replacements.  Mrs. Cuneo will contact 
Mrs. Colaianni to ask her for possible replacements and information. 

Shannopin Referendum:  A motion was made to place a question on the May 19, 2009 primary 
election which states, “Do you favor the issuance of licenses to conduct small games of chance 
in the Borough of Ben Avon Heights?  The motion passed.  Solicitor Vogel will take care of 
providing the Elections Bureau with the proper notification.   

Mrs. Phelps was contacted by ACORD Park representative Sandy Moore about advertising in 
their Monte Carlo Night at the Races booklet.  The cost is $30 for business card size advertising, 
$50 for ½ page and $100 for a full page advertisement.   Council voted not to advertise in the 
Monte Carlo booklet.   

Residents Susie Angelelli and Josh Whitcraft of 12 Lynton Lane asked Council if they could 
purchase a section of Penhurst Road adjacent to their house to build a garage.  Council denied 
their request due to many factors, but mainly because of the utilities which run under Penhurst 
Road which would need to be replaced and/or serviced from time to time.   

Statement of Financial Interest forms were distributed to Council.  They need to be completed 
and returned to Mrs. Phelps by May 1, 2009. 

Council entered into executive session at 8:40 pm.                                                                        
Council reconvened at 8:50 pm. 

Council voted to give Mrs. Phelps a $2K bonus effective immediately.   

A motion was made to adjourn the meeting.  The motion passed unanimously.   

Next month’s meeting is scheduled for Tuesday, March 10, 2009. 

Respectfully submitted,                                                                                                                           
Cindy Phelps, Secretary/Treasurer  

 

 


